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"TOWARDS BLOCK DEVELOPMENT™

Dr.5. K. Pagar 8. R.Pagar
Professer & Head, Eonamics, Assistant Professor
SVKT College, Deolali Camp, Dept, of Economcs
sudharkarpagar & gmail.com KTHM College, Nashik 422002

sambhajipagar@kthmeollege ac.in

Introduction:

The founeenth Finance Commission has recommended sssured transfers ta 1he
lecal bodies at rural and urban level for planning and delivery of bacic services smoothly
und effectively within the functions assigned 1o them under relevant legislations.”

The 73rd and 74ith constilutional amendments empowered local sell-governments
like Grampanchayats and PanchavatSsmiti/Corporations. MNaturally encouragement and
competence bulding of the Penchayali Raj system for effective planning and
implementation becomes obligatory. Planning process demands relevant information,
The muin objective of the economic palicy since the beginning of the planning era has
been self-sustained growth with equality, The Government reiterated in its various plan
documents the need for balanced regional development. But Regional disparities have
increased over time in terms of economic and social development. Thus there is & greater
need for public action to address this problem. The Planning process in this regard
supported the importance of halanced regional development and adopied many policies
for the reduction of regional disparities.

To recogmze or rectify this gap it needed comprehensive Index Preparing
development indices and mapping have become important analytical tools in
development planning o identify the problem areas and sections/communities. The
development indices, being & synthesiz of several indicators, reflect real-world
conditions more accurately and comprehensively than any single indicator such as per

capita income, per capila consumption expenditure, literacy rate, ete, The indices arc il :

useful in assessing holistic development. For example, the human development ing
(HDI} 15 considered 8 move towards  human-centric development
economic’physical development.

kinds of development indices for varous purposes through a number of expel '
commiltess. Among all those committees and indices, the Report of the ‘Commiitee for
Evolving a4 Composite Development Index af Stater' of the Ministry of Finance, Gol, is
one of the recent reports and most comprehensive index. The Committee, chaired by the
Dr.RaghuramBajan, used 13 indicators which were categovised into ten sub-companents
(sets of indicators) in preparing the states’ devel ackward index. The committee

also used the indices to assess the performarce pf the ﬁmﬂ__‘__}m fow }’mjjces
prepared at disrict and sub-district level. '”E por |
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Ihe cconomic and social development of a district can be achieved by collective

efforts of the Administration, people’s representatives and local self-governmeent with
pond paicipation with good participation of the people

In this regards attempt is made o prepare a comprehensive Block development
indices in Mashik District. The methodology for selecting Development Indicator in the
preparation of these indices had been developed by Bhaskar Rao G (Social Development
Expent, UNICEF-CGG Suppont Team, Planming Department, and Government of
Telangana) The magor objective of the Indices is to understand the development levels
of Mashik districts and its Blocks in the state with respect to different dimenzions of the
development and 1o provide nsights to the District development plan formulations and
policy making. The present research paper which is prepared on the basis of various
government Report and Survey of Nashik diswict can serve as a sound base lor deciding
intervemions and allocating resources for Talukas Development does not only mean
creation of essential physical and social infrastructure but also improving «l the
indicutors of wocial and human development of the people of the distriet.

Dhjectives:
17 To find out issues related 1o Block Level development in Nashik Disctrict.
2) To identify the gaps und the nreas of interventions atthe Block level of Nashik
disirict
3 To tinahse the parameters for Block Level Development Index.
4) To provide a realistic base for fnancial allocation among (he Block.

Importance:

The developmental model based on economic growth emphasizes that the growth
in per capita income will lead to development of that region. The infrostrucure and
physical facilities required for economic growth become crucial in the paradigm. The
humandevelopment paradigm goes beyond the economic growth or increase in per capity
incenme. It underlines the importance of development in education, health and standard of
living of people. The human development paradigm is people centric and defines
development as enlarging people’s chaices. The social infrastructure such s schools,
fealth care institations, training and capacity building institutes as well as freedom and
peace of the people become imperative in the puradipm of human development. The
' present gescarch paper reflects upon similar developmental themes of educauon, health,
aariculture, migaton employment, infrastructure and income &s that in HDRs, However
icadopis micro level approsch. A Block Drevelopment Index is conceplualized o provide
itnbuz of Block. Thus the report provides specific suggestions and arcas of interventions
for lock in Nashik district rather than broad macro level suggestions

Viethodology:
Directorate of Economics & Suatistics is a Prineipal Statistical Organisation of
State Government angl is declared as "Nodal Agency” for all statistical activities in the

State. Every year DHES publist (Eedh E'ﬂﬁ-:y'nf tate s well as District Level, In
I‘1._,..-"' A
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this Disirict level survey, details of 1l houschold in the District has collected bn various
parameters, After reviewing dita, 18 development indicators related to seven dimensions
of developmenl were selected for the Indices in this study, The dimensions gre (1)
Demographic Development (2) Agriculnural Development, (3) Non-Agricultural
Development, (4)Gender Development, (4). {51 Education Development,(6) Houzehold
Amenities{/} Connectivity Development, Avalability of the data is the major limiling
factor in the selection of indices and dimensions. -

Affer selecting the indicators, which are expressed in different units, they have (o
be converted nto mdividual indices also known as normalisation in the range hetween O
and L. As we have vsed the goalposts in the preparation of indices of individual
indicators, the formula would be:

Index wf indicator Xi = (Actual value of Xi = Minimum Value-of X1 /¢ _..r-"'""’._-_-ﬁ' Gl

Selection of Indicator:

A} Demographic Development

il Population Density: Population density, i.e., the number -nf e
square km. There is correlation between population density and economic
development. As the population usually moves from areas with low work
and earning opportunities to areas with higher remunerative work and
caming opporiunities, high population density is considered as a
development mdicator,

i)  Sex Ratio: It is another general feature of demography. As in the Census, it
i dehined as number of women per 1000 men.Non S5C-5T Population: As
the Biobk with higher of SC and 8T population are considered vulnerable or
m need of special attention, the indicator would associate inversely with the
development index. Hence, the indicator defined in the inverse form .i.e.,
percentage of non-3C&ST population 1n the Block,

ili} Female Literacy Rate: This Indicator reflects Female Literacy Rate s well
gs General Literacy Rale.

ivi Non Agricultural Worker; The work porticipation in Masharashers,
especially in the agncullural sectors, includes distress employment and

disguised employment. Hencenon-agricultural wogk, w
quality of the employment in a Block, was included.

B Agriculiural Development:

il  Chemical Fertilizer Consumption: Higher Con ]Jq,u-lﬂ s %Eiﬂll
Feritlizer reflects higher Productivity. And Higher HEWL,MM‘“I;PWL]LEUL
reflects higher Agocultural Development, L Cealali-c -Camy """‘""‘

ii) Am Area under Forest Tree: There is widespread recognition of the
imponance of ensuring that forests are sustainably managed to provide &
mange of products and environmental and social services in perpetuity. The

iy
vickymvwarin @ gamail, com 119 Web : wwwovidyavwartacom
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need 1o reconcile the productive functions with  the prodective,
covironmental and gocial roles of forests was toncefully stressed by
UNCED in 1992 jn Chapter 11 {Combating Deforestation’) of Agenda 2|
and in the 'Forest Principles ™.
iy Areas Under Irrvigation: Water in essential for Agricultural Production
Higher Percentages of Area undar Imrigation reflects higher Productivity and
higher Agrcultury Development,
) Non-Agricultural Development;
i) Consumption  of Commercial Electricity: Industrialisation  and
Commerciilisation s the key of Overall Development. So researcher ok
percentigex of total electricity comsumption 1w Commercial Electricity
COmSILM P
il Urban Population: Urbanisation provides 3 number of employment and i
Income opportunities o the people and provides an interactive spuce with L 04
vulzide/ warld and markets.
tii}  Loan Distribution forNon-Agricultural Use: Finance is the blood of
feonomy, Higher Loan Distribution refloct higher development. -
D} Gender Development: J‘”"'
i) Sex Ratio of Primary School: Equal Sex ratio implies Gender Equality, _;l_v_.-'
i) Sex Ratio of Junior College Student: Equal Sex ratio implies Gen *' IQ :
Edjuality, -r. L
E} Education Development : L\
b Teacher-Student Ratio of Primary School: An adequate number of
teachers in every school is considered as one of the guality indicators.
Lower Ratwo reflect  the indicator would sssocinte inversely with the
development index. Hence, the indicator defined in the inverse form
i) Sechool Dropout Ratio: drop-vut is someone who has Left school or college
before they have finished their stadies, Lower Drop-ont re reflacts
Educational Development. , the indicator would associate inversely with the =
development index. Hence, the indicator defined in the inverse form
i Social Development:
iy Land Ownership by Women: Security and ownership of land is critical 1o
social amd economic empowerment.
L+} House hold amenity:
iy House hold with Individual Latrine: The use of latrines was 4 major :
advance in sanils Hon over more basge practices such as open defecation,
and helped control the spread of many waterbome diseases,
i Water Supply Availability in Premises; The benefits of having a
=3 continuous, piped supply of safe drinking water delivered to household
_-;_"!-,,_']_-_h"';‘ i idely recognised, Piped supplies on premises not only reduce
&3 tncll effort required 1o collect water and thereby increase the
PH@ !_Iml."lll'll of water available far personal and domestic needs bt also are
ST Wik, , \ I |
Stiunce g S NATR Aryg |
vidywwaria @ gimiteom. . | 120 Web : www.vidyswarta.com vidyaws




ISSN =
2319-9318
Jamuary 2009

FEER REVIEWED INTEENATIONAL REFERRED RESEARCH JOURNAL
Impact Factor : 5234 Special Do : "Recent Treeds in Economics & Commiesce
UGL Approved Joornal Moodini2

more likely to provide water that meets required standards for drnking
water qualily.

H} Connectivity Index:

ih

i)

Village Connected with all-weather Road: Roads are providing berter
access o services, ease of transporiation and freedom of movement 1o
people.

Bus Connectivity:Pehlic transportation - modes  like buser plavs  an
important rele in our real life, Designing a good bus system can bring
advantages to both passengers and the society, One of key design entena is

the connectiviry.

The District overall development index value, which can be considercd as the
average of Blockdevelopment indices and also the average of Block developmeni index,

15 s,

e T
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Results:

Based on the indices” valnes, the Blocks were divided into three categories, viz
‘needs attention’, ‘needs improvement” and “needs consolidation’. The which oblained
less than 0.4 index value are grouped under “needs attention’ category, Tasils with 0.4-
(1.5 index values are grouped under ‘peeds improvement” eategory end Block with index
value of more than 0.5 are aggregated under ‘needs consolidation” category. The results
are summarised in Tahle 3,

Tahble MNo.3 Classification of Block baged of Index Value of Block

Catezory Tndex Value Block
‘nesds atteption’ <4 Surgana, Deola, Baglan
“neads 04005 Dindord, ['-I.'JJI_;gunn- Trambak, Yeala, Cha
'mem'-'.-:mcm' Sinnar, Peth, Nandgaon
‘neads =15 Nashik, H’:'phad_ Kalwan, Igatpun
consolidation’ |

Critical Hlock are those where urgent imterventions are required. They are
decided on the basis of Bleck Development index. For deciding critical areas, the critical
value of the Index was decided as 0.4
Limitatiomn:

The two major sourees of data used in the preparation of the Block Development
Index are the Census and the District Handbooks prepared and published by the District
Chicf Planning Officer, Nashik. While the Census data was available for 2011, ather daia
1.2, Indusinal Labour, Land Uses, HH having Lainne was also collected for the year
2011 from the Nashik District Handbooks and used.

One of the -.:IlﬂJll:llej:{s of this index. in fact, anv indexing study, 15 that an index,

B

by definition, reveals the aulllﬁﬁﬂ'ﬂilﬂ_g“nﬁtgmmc is challenge researcher have
included a greater numbed of indicato e indices, wliich would reflect the guality
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';L_U.un._.mmﬂﬂ_\.' ' challenges of this index is Data reliab

Selection of index may be biased or selected parameter is not giving actual reflection

To avoid complications Researcher did net wse any weights in the prepuralion of
the BD indices from individual indices
Way forward

The approach has to go beyond just implementation of government schemes and
achievement of physical and financial targets thereof but to achieve the desirgd oulcomes
of those policics, To map the impact and outcome, aceure (matis needed lo be
developed for constant measurement of indices. This requires evidence based research
and studies which could clearly bring out the impact and effectivencss of current pelicies
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and |\L13§|ldlUJLIL‘.

These indices are helpfiel in pin pointing the challenging Tahsil/ regions and
hlockd dimensions of develepment. Comprehensive indices could be constructed with
wailable date at Tahsil and distrct level. Such indiczs would be very useful 1o monitor
the progress of vaneus development programme. Similar study may be possible with the
help of more development indicator.
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